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FRED GALVAN 


heaves THE SAHARAN CONFLICT 

WHILE THE EYES OF THE WORLD ARE INCREASINGLY FOCUSSED 
ON ANGOLA AND THE SOVIET-CUBAN ADVENTURE THERE, ANOTHER 
CONFLICT THREATENS ELSEWHERE IN AFRICA, NEWS ANALYST FRED 
GALVAN EXAMINES SOME OF THE BACKGROUND OF THAT CONFLICT. 
VOICE: 

IT ALL COULD BE SAID TO HAVE BEGUN LAST NOVEMBER, WHEN 
SPAIN ANNOUNCED THAT IT \IOULD TURN OVER THE SPANISH SAHARA 
TO A JOINT ADMINISTRATION BY MOROCCO AND MAURETANIA NEXT 
MONTH, ALGERIA MADE NO SECRET OF ITS ANGER AND TENSION 
BETWEEN ITSELF AND MOROCCO AND MAURETANIA INCREASED SHARPLY 
OVER THE PAST SEVERAL MONTHS. THAT TENSION EXPLODED INTO 
ACTUAL ARMED CONFLICT THIS WEEK, WITH MOROCCAN AND MAURETANIAN 
TROOPS RANGED ON ONE SIDE AND ALGERIAN UNITS ALONG WITH 
FORCES OF A SAHARAN NATIONALIST GROUP -- THE POLISARIOS -~ 
RANGED ON THE OTHER, 

THE POLISARIO GROUP IS ONE OF TWO FACTIONS WHICH FOR 
SEVERAL YEARS HAD BEEN DEMANDING INDEPENDENCE FROM SPAIN 
FOR THE WESTERN SAHARA, ALGERIA ALL ALONG HAD SUPPORTED 
THE POLISARIO GROUP, WHILE MOROCCO FAVORED THE OTHER 
NATIONALIST FACTION. 

BEHIND THE RIVALRY BETWEEN ALGERIA AND MOROCCO IN THE 
WESTERN SAHARA LIES AN ECONOMIC REALITY -- THE WESTERN 
SAHARA'S RICH PHOSPHATE DEPOSITS. THESE HAVE ONLY RECENTLY 
BEEN DEVELOPED BY SPAIN, WHICH HOPES TO RETAIN SOME FORM 
OF INTEREST IN THEM EVEN AFTER MOROCCO TAKES THEM OVER NEXT 
MONTH. MOROCCO ALREADY IS THE WORLD'S LEADING PHOSPHATE 
EXPORTER, BUT HAS WANTED TO ACQUIRE THE WESTERN SAHARA 
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DEPOSITS AS FURTHER STRENGTHENING THA. POSITION, PHOSPHATES 
ARE WIDELY USED IN CHEMICAL FERTILIZER PRODUCTION AND SOME IRON 
MANUFACTURING. ALGERIA, WHICH NOW HAS TO IMPORT ITS 
PHOSPHATES, WOULD LIKE TO ACQUIRE ACCESS TO THE WESTERN 
SAHARA'S PHOSPHATES THROUGH A POLISARIO-DOMINATED GOVERNIENT. 

CURRENT PHOSPHATE PRODUCTION IS RUNNING AT LESS THAN 
TWO MILLION TONS ANNUALLY, BUT THE SPANISH MANAGERS OF THE 
PHOSPHATE MINES PLAN TO EXPAND THAT TO TEN MILLION TONS, 
WORTH WELL OVER FOUR HUNDRED MILLION DOLLARS ANNUALLY. 

DEVELOPMENT OF THE PHOSPHATE INDUSTRY COULD WELL 
REVOLUTIONIZE THE WESTERN SAHARA'S LIFE. AT PRESENT ITS 
POPULATION RANGES FROM AN ESTIMATED SEVENTY THOUSAND TO CLOSE 
TO NINETY THOUSAND PEOPLE -- MOST OF THEIi NOMADS. 

THE WESTERN SAHARA'S POPULATION LIVES A HAND-TO-MOUTH 
EXISTENCE, UNDER-NOURISHED AND DESPERATELY POOR. IF THE 
PHOSPHATE INDUSTRY PROSPERS, THAT COULD CHANGE DRASTICALLY. 
SO FAR MOROCCO HAS PLANS TO IMPROVE THE LOT OF ITS NEWLY-ACQUIRED 
CITIZENS OF THE WESTERN SAHARA, AND THAT IN ITSELF, AS HENRY 
GINIGER OF THE NEW YORK TIMES REPORTED RECENTLY, IS HELPING 
WIN THE PEOPLE OF THE WESTERN SAHARA TO THE SIDE OF THEIR 
NEW RULERS -- MOROCCO AND MAURETANIA. 

BUT THE SUCCESS OF SUCH PROJECTS DEPENDS ON A PEACEFUL 
CLIMATE == AND THAT IS WHAT IS CAUSING DEEP CONCERN IN RABAT 
AS ITS QUARREL WITH ALGIERS SHARPENS. THAT DEEP CONCERN HAS 
FOUND AN ECHO AMONG OTHER ARAB AND AFRICAN COUNTRIES AND 
LEADERS. HIGH-LEVEL MISSIONS FROM SYRIA, IRAQ AND EGYPT 


ARE SEEKING TO GET ALGERIA AND MOROCCO TO AVOID OPEN 
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CONFLICT. AND PRESIDENT SADAT OF EGYPT IS REPORTED TO BE 
IN CLOSE CONTACT BY TELEPHONE WITH KING HASSAN OF MOROCCO 
AND PRESIDENT BOUMEDIET?NE OF ALGERIA, \!ITH APPEALS TO THEM 


TO COOL DOWN THE SITUATION. 
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